ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Current Trends
Schools in today's digital age are filled with students who every day retrieve archived information with a mouse change for this population of students that is affecting both regular and special education professions alike.
As more of these students are being educated in inclusive classrooms, where they are expected to participate in the grade-level curriculum but not always given specialized support, teachers are searching for effective ways to educate this particular population of students more efficiently. Unfortunately, many teachers are simply unaware of and lack training with the potential assistive technologies that are available to help empower students who often struggle to work independently with their grade level curriculum.
Furthermore, assistive technologies are generally considered to be a financial burden for schools and are therefore not often very common in general education classrooms unless teachers are assertive and vocally address student needs with administration. When teachers become aware of assistive technologies and students begin to utilize appropriate assistive technologies, we are likely to see enhanced educational outcomes for this population of students.
Defining Assistive Technology
The phrase assistive technology (AT) is widely used in the field of education. Federal law defines assistive technology devices as any item, piece of equipment, or product system … used to increase, maintain, or improve functionally capabilities of individuals with disabilities (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 1990).
For years, assistive technology has often been used to provide curriculum access to students with low incidence disabilities -computer screen readers are used for students with visual disabilities, positioning devices are used for students with physical disabilities and auditory systems for students with hearing disabilities. Although these technologies have certainly improved access for this particular population of students, research suggests that there may be endless possibilities for the larger group of students receiving services because of high incidence disabilities-specifically learning disabilities (defined by the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities as a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written which may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write spell or do mathematical functions). 
Putting it all Together
The required changes in the law as well as the need to enhance the educational outcomes for students with learning disabilities have quickly pushed schools to search for assistive technology that would not only support all students in the general education curriculum, but would provide them with the necessary data to enhance their overall school performance rates as well. The more widespread purpose, as proposed by the state consultant, was to assist districts with the challenges of the mandated NCLB standardized testing requirements which are often quite difficult for students with learning disabilities. Specifically, if teachers within the district utilized the assistive technology, it could potentially offer a solution for current paper based high stakes assessments and future online assessments by providing a "read aloud" function for students whose IEP/504 plan call for "read aloud" support during high stakes assessment.
Additionally, it could not only increase the number of students who would independently take the high stakes assessments and reduce the number of students who may need an alternate assessment but could also provide a "read aloud" tool for assessment that may be used for curriculum based activities throughout the year.
Software Evaluation Participants
After intensive discussions with the district information technology directors from various districts throughout the state to assure them that integrity of their overall technology systems district-wide would not be compromised, one district was selected and letters to all district principals were distributed requesting volunteers willing to participate in the utilization evaluation. There were over 50 inquiries. However, for ease of distribution and management purposes, a total of 20 teachers were selected to participate.
The school selected was considered a high priority urban school and it was determined that this school had a large population of students identified with a learning disability. 
Software Program Utilization Results
After completing the training session conducted by the company, participants were asked to return to their respective classrooms and use the assistive technology software with their students during daily instruction once the software was installed on their classroom computers.
Additionally, they were asked to use the software in a variety of settings (small group, individual and whole group) and with a variety of students (regular education, special education, ELL and at-risk). Finally, they were also asked to use the software with a variety of different subject areas and activities.
At the end of the school year, teachers were asked to complete a survey (attached) evaluating the program. ? Students need time to learn the software (students were not independent users during the three month utilization trial).
? Students at the lower grades had difficulty using the software even with teacher support.
? Reading level is satisfactory for multiple ability levels at the upper elementary level (grade 3) and above.
? The examples and illustrations provided by the software are appropriate for a variety of student ability levels at the upper elementary level (grade 3) and above.
? Students maintain attention to the software program at the upper elementary level (grade 3) and above.
? The help options are easy to use and understand for grades 3 and above.
? It was difficult to implement on a daily basis without technology support readily available during the lesson.
? The program is easy to use with individual students, small groups, and whole group instruction.
Utilization Evaluation Outcomes
After conducting this software utilization evaluation, and compiling the information from the evaluations, there were several practical implications that appear to be critical to the success of such assistive technology utilization. the use of assistive technology may not be achieved. 
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